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Quetiapine treatment for psychosis in Friedreich’s Ataxia

Friedreich’s Ataxia (FA) is the most common 
form of progressive spinocerebellar ataxia with 
mixed sensory and cerebellar components, and 
inherits autosomal-recessive.1,2 Cognitive im-
pairment, depression, emotional liability, and 
schizophrenia-like psychosis are the psychiatric 
manifestations of the disease.3 There are many 
studies, which focused on neuropsychological 
performances but there are only two reports of 
patients with FA with psychosis and their 
psychosis were treated with risperidone and 
aripiprazole successfully. We describe a patient 
with FA who developed psychosis and res-
ponded to quetiapine.

Ms. F. was a 25 years old woman and diag-
nosed with FA while she was 17 years old. She 
developed paranoia and was complaining of 
auditory and visual hallucinations. Her auditory 
hallucinations were including orders that control 
her behaviors and she believed that if she did 
not comply the orders she would be punished 
and she was continuously in fear. She was 
reluctant and had the somatic symptoms of 
insomnia and fatigue. In her past psychiatric 
history, there were depressive symptoms and 
since she could not tolerate she had discon-
tinued paroxetine. Her family history was 
notable for an elder sister who also had FA and
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there were no alcohol and substance abuse 
history. The patient was referred to psychiatry 
clinic and started escitalopram 5 mg and que-
tiapine 300 mg and the dosages were increased 
10 mg for escitalopram and 400 mg for 
quetiapine after one week. At the end of the first 
week, she did not believe her auditory and 
visual hallucinations and second week; her 
psychotic and depressive symptoms were signi-
ficantly diminished. She experienced no extra-
pyramidal symptoms or other side effects.

In the literature there are only two cases of FA
with psychosis and their psychosis were treated 

with risperidone and aripiprazole successfully. 
One of them was first treated with quetiapine but 
due to the side effects of sedation, muscle 
stiffness, and vision impairment treatment was 
discontinued. In our patients, we started quetia-
pine and her complaints were significantly dimin-
ished. There were no complaints of cognitive 
function and sedation was improved in a period 
of one week. There were no complaints of 
extrapyramidal symptoms. Quetiapine was an 
effective and well-tolerated treatment for psy-
chosis in our FA with psychosis patient.

Key words: quetiapine, psychosis, Friedreich’s ataxia 

Kaynaklar/References
Durr A, Cossee M, Agid Y, Campuzano V, Mignard C, 

Penet C, et al. Clinical and genetic abnormalities in 
patients with Friedreich’s Ataxia. N Engl J Med 
1996; 335:1169-1175. 

Salbenblatt M, Buzan RD, Dubovsky SL. Risperidone 
treatment for psychosis in end-stage Friedreich’s 
Ataxia. Am J Psychiatry 2000; 157:303. 

Yiu-Chung Chan. Aripiprazole treatment for psychosis 

associated with Friedreich’s Ataxia. Gen Hosp 
Psychiatry 2005; 27:372-378. 

Victor M, Ropper AH, Principles of Neurology. 
Seventh ed., New York, McGraw-Hill, 2001,
p.1145-1147.

Lishman WA. Organic Psychiatry, the Psychological 
Consequences of Cerebral Disorder. Third ed.,
Oxford, Blackwell Scientific Pub., 1998, p.705-706.

/
Antidepressant induced sexual dysfunctions

Olga G OLAK,
E-mail: olgaguriz@yahoo.com



ve amaç:
dizgesi içinde uyku, yeme-içme ve cinsellikle 

ikiyatrik tedavi-

-
da .1

kullanmakta olan hastalarda cinsel -

Yöntem: -
Psikiyatri Poli-

’
ön

, sosyodemografik veri 

.2

Bulgular: n %48.5’i 
-
-

-
sonuç: Antidep-

resan kulla
t

benzer oranlar-
da .3 Hastala-

kula-
-

Anahtar sözcükler: Antidepresanlar
bozukl

Antidepressant induced sexual dysfunctions

Objective: Problems in areas related to appe- tite, sleep, sexual function are very common in 
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psychiatric disorders. Psychotropic drugs also 
have many effects on these areas during treat-
ment. Studies have shown that the incidence of 
sexual dysfunctions during antidepressant treat-
ment is 43.3%.1,3 The aim of the study is to 
investigate the prevalence of antidepressant 
associated sexual dysfunctions. Methods: In 
this study, 66 patients (51 women and 15 men) 
who had been treated with antidepressants were 
assessed regarding sexual functioning by 
Arizona Sexual Experiences Scales (ASEX). 
Soykan did the reliability and validity of Turkish 
version of the scale.2 Demographic character-
ristics, medical background was also asked.
Results: Basic findings of the study are as 

follows: 1. decreased sexual desire 48.5%, 2. 
difficulty in sexual arousal 63.6%, 3. problem in 
experiencing orgasm 69.7%, 4. unsatisfied 
orgasm 37.9%. Conclusion: The prevalence of 
antidepressant-induced sexual dysfunction in 
the study is similar to previously reported in the 
literature. Findings show that taking antidepres-
sant may cause problems in sexual activity. If 
the clinicians should evaluate the various 
aspects of sexual dysfunction before and during 
antidepressant therapy, therapeutic concor-
dance would be better.
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